
Souhrada Family Reunion         

U.S.A. #36
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA – AUGUST 11, 2018

THANKS TO DAVE & CHERIE SOUHRADA       
AND JANEL STEPHENS!

NOTE:
SOUHRADA REUNION IN THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC
SEPTEMBER 15, 2018



In memory of Leota

Campbell Anderson
1921 – 2018

Organized early Souhrada reunions (first in 1981) and 
published numerous Souhrada newsletters 

Why we share our family experiences [from an article by Leota
Campbell]

In Home With A Heart, Dr. James Dobson says: "The lyrics in an 
African folk song say that when an old person dies, it's as if a 
library has burned down. This is true. To preserve this heritage for 
our children we must tell them where we've been and how we 
got to this moment. Sharing about our faith, about our early 
family experiences, about the obstacles we overcame, of the 
failures we suffered, can bring a family together and give it a 
sense of identity."

There's a richness of family heritage in each person's life that will 
be lost if it isn't passed on to the next generation. How often do 
we wonder about the past, knowing that only our parents or 
grandparents could enlighten our wonderment, but we're stuck 
in our wonderment.....it's too late.....they're gone and can't 
share their experiences or memories with us.



• What our DNA results reveals about 

ourselves

• Souhrada.com challenges

• Interesting historical factoid



DNA TESTING 

What you give up

• About $60 - $200 (depending on service/reports)

• Some spit in a test tube

• Your full genetic code

“And it really doesn’t matter if your sample is earmarked for use in 

tracing Neanderthal ancestors or just looking for rare disease genes. 

It doesn’t matter if the sample is destroyed. The code itself is digitized 

and could be shared countless times and in countless ways.”

• and, potential links to other family members 



DNA TESTING 
Three types of DNA tests for genealogy

• Y-chromosome (Y-DNA) tests for 

the direct paternal line

• mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) tests 

for the direct maternal line

• autosomal DNA (atDNA) tests for 

finding matches on all your 

ancestral lines.



DNA TESTING 
vs. 



DNA TESTING 

What you get with Ancestry.com

• DNA Story – autosomal DNA results for 

finding matches on all your ancestral lines 

(Ethnicity estimate)

• DNA matches (with other Ancestry 

submissions – with permission)

• DNA circles – “A DNA Circle will form around an 

ancestor in your family tree if your tree is public and 
linked to your DNA test, and if two or more of your DNA 
matches...”

https://www.ancestry.com/


DNA Story 



https://www.ancestry.com/dna/insights/681AC457-F89A-4BA4-AD36-
B8B57D2318EC

https://www.ancestry.com/dna/insights/681AC457-F89A-4BA4-AD36-B8B57D2318EC


DNA Matches
(Updated as new samples are indexed) 



DNA Matches
(Updated as new samples are indexed) 

Ancestry.com

https://www.ancestry.com/


DNA Matches

1st cousin once removed 

from my mother’s side

1st cousin once removed 

(Dan’s daughter)

2nd cousin once removed (my 
great Aunt Rose Vavroch)

2nd cousin (my great uncle 

Tom Souhrada)

2nd cousin once removed (my 
great Aunt Rose Vavroch)

2nd cousin from my 

mother’s side

Ancestry.com

https://www.ancestry.com/


DNA Matches
Ancestry.com

https://www.ancestry.com/


Ancestry.com

https://www.ancestry.com/


SOUHRADA.COM 

ISSUES AND UPDATES

• Issue  - Mobile (smartphone) friendly

• HTTPS (SSL) certificate



SOUHRADA.COM ISSUE

Not mobile friendly ~ 20% traffic from mobile



souhrada.com issue

HTTPS certification



Guide to converting your site from HTTP to HTTPS

1.Purchase an SSL Certificate

2.Configure hosting with SSL Certificate

3.Change all website links to HTTPS

4.Setup 301 redirects from HTTP to HTTPS or consider HSTS

https.docx
https.pdf


Guide to converting your site from HTTP to HTTPS

“The process takes time and a lot of work at 

once. Once you start down this process of 

switching links and setting up redirects it 

might be hard to quickly reverse the whole 

thing and it is usually best to push forward. 

And, maybe, do not start this task on a 

Friday at 3 PM—it’s not that kind of task.”

https.docx
https.pdf




Guide to converting your site from HTTP to HTTPS

1. Purchase and SSL Certificate

https.docx


So, what’s the plan?

- Inform users of what “not secure” really means

- Pursue options for inexpensive SSL certificates

- Evaluate complexity of converting existing site to HTTPS

- Evaluate options to provide mobile friendly certification 

- Communicate when changes are coming



SOUHRADA.COM ISSUE

Lack of fresh historical content and news

(Only one family history article in the past 6 years!) 

http://www.souhrada.com/family/family_history.htm

https://youtu.be/G-24s28fB2U?t=14
http://www.souhrada.com/family/family_history.htm


SOUHRADA.COM ISSUE

Lack of fresh historical content and news

(Only three family news articles in the past 6 years!) 

http://www.souhrada.com/family/family_news.htm

http://www.souhrada.com/family/family_news.htm


Communists seize Souhrada Lands 

in Czech Republic

• In 1951, the farm estate of Anna Souhrodova at Dolni Novosedlo #2 was seized by the 

communists. At the time of seizure, a complete inventory was documented

• The inventory was written by Anezka Souhrada (b. 1918) daughter of Josef and his widow, Anna 

who was owner of the seized estate

• In 1991, Anton Vanicek and Frank Souhrada III met Anezka who was living in Pisek

1951 Property List - Anna Souhradova, Dolni Novosedly 2.pdf




The Tenth Souhrada Reunion in CZ 
Saturday, September 15, 2018

in the village Bernartice (near Pisek)

- Hosted by Jiri and Vera Souhrada of Pisek, 
CZ 

- They will arrange for airport pickup in 
Prague and for local accommodations.

- Authentic Czech food, music, culture, and 
family exhibits


